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Trianthema sedifolia Visiani (1836a: 203; also treated in Visiani 1836b: 19; 1836c: 66)
Locus classicus:—“circa Chartum in Sennaar”.
Lectotype (designated here):—Illustration in Visiani 1836a: tab. 3 fig. 1 (see Fig. 4).
Additional specimen examined:—EGYPT. s.l., [1824–1826], Brocchi s.n. (PI005425!).

FIGURE 4. Lectotype of Trianthema sedifolia Vis. Reproduced from Visiani (1836a: tab. 3 fig. 1).

Note:—The only available specimen we examined bears, in the handwriting of Visiani and with his signature, the 
indication “In Aegypto”, while the locus classicus mentions Khartoum, Nubia. It is possible that in this occasion 
Visiani used “Egypt” as a generic term to refer to the whole area, especially taking into account that Khartoum was 
indeed an Egyptian city at that time (see introduction). It was also certainly recognised by Visiani himself as pertaining 
to his T. sedifolia. Nevertheless, according to the identification key available in Hassan et al. (2005), the description in 
Hartmann et al. (2011), the protologue itself (Visiani 1836a), and as was confirmed by Aizoaceae expert Sigrid Liede-
Schumann (pers. comm.), the said specimen certainly does not belong to T. sedifolia: the most striking inconsistencies 
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being the size and shape of its leaves (2.5–3.0 × 1.5–2.1 mm, vs 5–12 × 0.5–2.0 mm in T. sedifolia) and the fact that it 
is completely covered in idioblasts, whereas they are sparse in T. sedifolia, in the sense that this taxon is now accepted 
by e.g. Hartmann et al. (2011) and other recent authors. We could only tentatively identify PI005425 as pertaining to 
Sesuvium sesuvioides (Fenzl) Verdcourt (1957). The only available specimen from the original material is therefore 
“in serious conflict with the protologue”, so that “an element that is not in conflict with the protologue is to be chosen” 
(see Art. 9.19, Turland et al. 2018). Given that the treatment in Hartmann et al. (2011) was based on the illustration 
accompanying Visiani (1836b), we consider it particularly suitable as a lectotype. Due to the challenges presented and 
the scant material available, any attempt at designating an epitype should be left to the specialists on this group of 
plants.

Corchorus fruticulosus Visiani (1836a: 205; also treated in Visiani 1836b: 21; 1836c: 66)
Locus classicus:—“circa Chartum in Sennaar”.
Lectotype (designated here):—Illustration in Visiani 1836a: tab. 3 fig. 2.

Note:—We were unable to locate any specimen from the original material during our research. The name has sometimes 
been considered a synonym of C. trilocularis Linnaeus (1767: 77) (e.g. The Plant List 2018). Nevertheless, we believe 
the description of the plant and its illustration fit better with that of C. depressus (L.) Stocks (in Blatter 1931: 891), for 
its prostrate habit (not erect) and the smaller, elliptical to ovate, crenate-undulate leaves (not 3–5 cm long, lanceolate-
elliptical, serrate). The flower depicted in the analysis in Visiani (1836a) is 5-merous, while C. depressus usually has 
4-merous flowers (Mandaville 1990). It should be noted, though, that 5-merous flowers do occur in C. depressus. 
Moreover, given the general bad state of preservation of Brocchi’s material, we can easily imagine that Visiani may 
have considered 4-merous flowers as incomplete, knowing that the genus is generally 5-merous. Once again, any 
attempt at designating an epitype should be left to specialists with a deeper understanding of both the taxon and 
suitable modern material.

Volkameria acerbiana Visiani (1836a: 207; also treated in Visiani 1836b: 23; 1836c: 66), “Volkamera”
Locus classicus:—“in Ægypto”.
Lectotype (designated here):—EGYPT. s.l., [1828–1829], G. Raddi s.n. (G00678626!, lower left specimen) (see Fig. 5).
Additional specimen examined:—SUDAN. Berber Mograd, in insula, 1841, C.G.T. Kotschy 359 (P00442333!, G00678639!).

Note:—The specimen by Kotschy in P, bearing the name V. acerbiana, is labelled as “Type”, but we could find no 
evidence of it having been effectively designated as such.
 The specimen we select as type was collected by Giuseppe Raddi (1770–1829) on his 1828–1829 expedition to 
Egypt, during which he contracted a fatal illness (Baldini & Pignotti 2018). His specimens were sent to Pisa, Italy, 
where they were examined by Gaetano Savi (1769–1844) in 1830 (Savi 1837). In the same year, Savi sent some of the 
specimens to Geneva, Switzerland (in sched.). By 1834, he had prepared a paper describing the plant as a new species 
in a new genus, with the name Cornacchinia fragiformis Savi (1837: 179), but the work could only be published three 
years later, after Visiani (1836a) had meanwhile published V. acerbiana based on material by Acerbi, unaware of Savi’s 
previous discovery.
 One of the specimens sent by Savi to G was later recognised as V. acerbiana, and marked with an exclamation mark, 
indicating that the specimen was seen by the author (Visiani 1836a) of the associated name. Indeed, the handwriting on 
the specimen looks like that of Visiani. Given that it is very well preserved, and that it was almost certainly recognised 
as V. acerbiana by Visiani himself, we choose it as the lectotype. The label of the type seems to refer to two branches 
at different stages of development: a flowering branch on the left, and a branch with two dried calyces, remaining after 
the maturation of the fruit, on the right. Since Visiani clearly based his description and later illustration (Visiani 1836a: 
t. 4 fig. 1) on flowering specimens, we consider it safer to limit our designation to the left branch.
It is noteworthy that, according to Boulos (2002), the mainly tropical V. acerbiana is nowadays very rare in Egypt, only 
occurring south of Kom Ombo, where both Raddi and Acerbi probably collected it.

Zilla microcarpa (DC.) Visiani (1836a: 208; also treated in Visiani 1836b: 24; 1836c: 67)
Basionym:—Zilla myagroides var. microcarpa De Candolle (1821: 647).

Note:—No specimens pertaining to this taxon could be located. The name is generally considered a synonym of Z. 
spinosa (L.) Prantl (in Engler & Prantl 1891: 175) (Euro+Med 2018).
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